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Evertresh Supermarket _
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Opens 7.30am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600

Vayetze November 16, 2013 - Kislev 13, 5774

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

On the trip back to Canaan, Jacob meets his brother
Esau; Jacob wrestles with the angel. Then they
arrive in Shechem; Shechem, the son of Chamor
the Hivite, (heir to the town of Shechem) rapes
Jacob's daughter, Dina; Dina's brothers, Shimon
and Levy, massacre the men of Shechem; Rebecca
(Rivka) dies; God gives Jacob an additional name,
"Israel," and reaffirms the blessing to Avraham
that the land of Canaan (Israel) will be given to
his descendants; Rachel dies after giving birth to
Benjamin (Binyomin); Jacob's 12 sons are listed;
Isaac dies; Esau's lineage is recorded as is that of
Seir the Horite; and lastly ... the succession of the
Kings of Edom is chronicled.

-

When Jacob finds out the Esau is coming to meet
him, the Torah tells us:

"Jacob became very frightened and it distressed
him" (Gen. 32:8)..
Why was Jacob afraid? The Almighty promised to
protect him.
Jacob was afraid that the merits of Esau's mitzvos
might tip the balance in his favor, to the point
where God's promise would no longer be binding
and Esau would be allowed to triumph.
Esau was a scoundrel of the first order! The
Midrash states that Esau committed the most
grievous sins. How could Esau's mitzvos possibly
outweigh Jacob's abundant mitzvos? Jacob studied
Torah day and night for 14 years at the academy
of Shem and Eber. He did not neglect any of the
mitzvos while with Laban (Rashi, Genesis 32:5).
What reason was there to suspect that Esau had
greater merits?
The Midrash states that Jacob feared that Esau had
the merit of two great mitzvos which he lacked:
1) Esau lived in Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel)
while Jacob was in Mesopotamia, and 2) Esau was
in the presence of Isaac and fulfilled the mitzvah
of honoring his parents (Bereishis Rabbah 76:2).
Jacob did not willfully neglect these mitzvos.
He left home and left the Land of Israel at his
mother's behest, because Esau swore to kill him.
Even though Esau was an evil person, Jacob still
feared that the merit of these two mitzvos might
earn Esau Divine favor over him.
We are blessed with the opportunity to do many
mitzvos. We should appreciate their incomparable
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

("~ Hanukkah and Thanksgiving: A once in eternity overlap )
This year features an anomaly for American Jews — The first day of Hanukkah
coincides with Thanksgiving, on 11/28/2013. It turns out that it has never
happened before...and it will never happen again.

Thanksgiving is set as the fourth Thursday in November, meaning the latest
it can be is 11/28. 11/28 is also the earliest Hanukkah can be. The Jewish
calendar repeats on a 19 year cycle, and Thanksgiving repeats on a 7 year
cycle. You would therefore expect them to coincide roughly every 19x7 = 133
years. Looking back, this is approximately correct — the last time it would have
happened is 1861.

However, Thanksgiving was only formally established by President Lincoln in
1863. So, it has never happened before. Why won't it ever happen again?

The reason is because the Jewish calendar is very slowly getting out of sync
with the solar calendar, at a rate of 4 days per 1000 years (not bad for a many
centuries old calendar!) This means that while presently Hanukkah can be as
early as 11/28, over the years the calendar will drift forward, such that the
earliest Hanukkah can be is 11/29. The last time Hanukkah falls on 11/28 is
2146 (which happens to be a Monday).

Therefore, 2013 is the only time Hanukkah will ever overlap with
Thanksgiving.

This issue was donated by
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TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ: Torah ~N

1-How old was Isaac when he died?
(@) 120 (b) 150 (c) 180
2- How was Amalek related to Esau?
(a) son (b) grandson (c) great - grandson
3- Who was Ben-Oni?
(@) Esau's son (b) the angel who wrestled withIsaac (c) Benjamin
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Aram and Orna BaRhshi for the birth of a boy ( last week)
Netanel and Stephanie Ben Haim for the birth of a boy
Etan and Gabriella Hakimi for the birth of a girl
Sammy and Polina Ghassabian for the birth of a girl
Morris and Shahrzad Bichoupan for the Barmitzvah of Todd
Raymond and Sandy Mordekhai for the Barmitzvah of
Ethan (last week)

Nematnejad and Karmely families for the wedding of
Michel and Lauren
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Mr. and Mrs. Mehran Hakimi (Saraf) in honor of the birth of a daughter to
Polina and Sammy Ghassabian




Leah’s Bistro

105 Middle Neck Rd
Great Neck, NY 11021
516-829-4528
Lunch special $9.95

L Under VHQ supervision

Restaurant, Grill, BBQ, Catering

Gourmet burgers, salads, soups, falafel, Moroccan
cigars, hot sandwiches, chicken wings, kebabs, steak, fish.
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

The Path of Most Resistance

It is interesting that Islam means
submission to God, whereas Yisrael, the
name of the Jewish people, means quite
the opposite -- doing battle with God.
Judaism believes that we are not in this
world to be mindless robots. We are
not here to surrender our free will to an
omnipotent Being. On the contrary, we
are here to be independent of that Being.
We are here to struggle, to choose, to
battle with ourselves for an understanding
of truth. And when that truth is hard to
accept, to battle even with God himself.
When God tells Abraham that he is going
to destroy Sodom, Abraham fights to save
the city. When God tells Moses that He is
going to destroy the Jewish people, Moses
also fights. And it's not just, "Please God,
be nice and don't do it." It's, "How could
You call yourself ‘just' if you do such a
thing? Do You want the Egyptians to say
that You brought the Jews out of Egypt
for evil purposes -- so that You could
destroy them in the desert?!" It's a serious
argument.

The bottom line is that standing up for
what you believe to be right means even
standing up to God if you believe He's
doing something wrong. It means taking
a stand, even if no one, not even God
himself, is standing with you. It takes a
great deal of courage to do this, and it's so
much easier to have a religion in which
God does the telling and you do the doing
-- no questions asked.

But, as I've often said before, if it's the
simple life you are looking for, then don't
even dream of Judaism. It's the path of
most resistance. If you're looking to
be a zombie, look elsewhere. Judaism
wants you to think for yourself and stand
by what you know. It's difficult and it's
challenging -- but it's the most effective
path to spiritual enlightenment. The path
of most resistance... but equally that of

DO YOU NEED A MORTGAGE?

No income verification loans are

ONLY 30% DOWN!
UP TO $1 MILLION!

now available
Call Nasser Shaer
(516) 658 - 0076
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Wave of Pop Stars Defy Boycot-
ters to Perform in Israe
Several pop stars have reportedly planned
for Tel Aviv tour stops in the upcoming
year, in a clear failure for the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions movement - a
network of anti-Israel extremists who have
been pushing celebrities to boycott the Jew-

ish state.

Among the planned appearances include
Julio Iglesias, set to play in Tel Aviv on
November 24; Cyndi Lauper, on January 4,
2014; and Justin Timberlake in May 2014.
Beyonce is also expected to perform in Tel
Aviv sometime this summer, though dates
are as yet unconfirmed, several travel sites
report.

The announcements follow a wave of other
recent celebrity and music legend visits to
Israel. Just this week, Paula Abdul celebrat-
ed a Bat Mitzvah at the Western Wall and
met with President Shimon Peres. Alicia
Keys and Rihanna have also made Israel
appearances this year.

International music stars seem to be in-
creasingly interested in the Israeli market,
bucking persistent BDS efforts to encour-
age celebrities to snub Tel Aviv in solidarity
with anti-Israel sentiments. While several
bands in years past have famously booked
concerts in Israel and then cancelled - in-
cluding Elvis Costello and Carlos Santana
- not only are celebrities flocking to Israel,
but some are even publicly snubbing BDS
protests.

One example is Welsh musician Tom Jones,
who British news outlets reported suffered
particularly virulent BDS attacks for agree-
ing to play in Tel Aviv. Jones categorically
rejected BDS claims, playing in Tel Aviv as
scheduled last month.

Even hardened anti-Israel bands seem to be
joining the neutrality trend; Coldplay - who
caused public outrage with anti-Semitic
footage in videos and a "Free Palestine"
link in a prominent music video have now
removed the link.

deepest accomplishment.
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ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Herzliya Ritz-Carlton to open in
December

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company LLC
has announced that its first hotel in Israel
will open on December 17. The Herzliya
Ritz-Carlton will have 197 rooms with sea
views. The 12-floor hotel, built atop the
Arena mall overlooking the marina over
four years, will have holiday suites avail-
able for purchase from the company.

60% of the holiday suites have already been
bought, for prices ranging upward from NIS
3 million to NIS 15 million for penthouses.
The hotel rooms cost NIS 2,200 a night.
The hotel proudly mentions its 220-square
meter Presidential Suite and its kosher Her-
bert Samuel Restaurant with chef Jonathan
Roshfeld. Ritz-Carlton president and 50
VPs will inaugurate the new hotel.

The Ritz-Carlton currently has 80 hotels
worldwide. The Herzliya Ritz-Carlton was
built by Tidhar Ltd. and Adis Investments
Ltd., owned by Adi and Irit Strauss. The
Ritz-Carlton's opening precedes the arrival
of other prestigious chains to Israel, includ-
ing the Waldorf Astoria, which is due to
open a hotel in Jerusalem.

Rehovot is richest Israeli city,
Bnei Brak poorest

Rehovot householders have the highest av-
erage net monthly income of NIS 16,800
according to a survey of Israel's 14 larg-
est cities by the Central Bureau of Statis-
tics. The poorest city is Bnei Brak where
households have an average monthly net
income of NIS 10,211. Bat Yam has the
lowest monthly consumer expenditure of
NIS 7,929.

The figures found that the national average
net household income was NIS 13,829 and
average monthly financial consumption
expenditure was NIS 10,751. The largest
gap between income and expenditure - NIS
5,809 - was in Rehovot and the lowest in
Bnei Brak - NIS 1,393.
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ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

(Me (2 b 3 c

November 17

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:47 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 12 am

Shabbat Ends 5:26 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:05 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 3: 34 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.

516-439-5060

212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7

Great Neck, NY 11021
Available for Home Visits
'Flu Shots are now available'

NG
Hertzel
Jadpo

Taxi Serice

Cell : (646)
823_8887
Home: (516)
482_3490
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