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Vayeshev

Evertresh Supermarket _
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Opens 7.30am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600

November 23, 2013 - Kislev 20, 5774

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

This week's portion includes four stories: 1) The selling
of Yosef 2) The indiscretion of Yehuda (Judah) with

Tamar (Tamar) ... 3) The attempted seduction of Yose

by Potifar's wife, which ends with her framing Yosef and
having him imprisoned 4)Yosef interprets the dreams
of his fellow prisoners, the wine steward (who was
reinstated and forgot to put in a good word for Yosef)

3nd the baker (who was hanged).
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

The Torah states:

"And it happened after these things that the cupbearer of
the king of Egypt and the baker transgressed against their
master, the king of Egypt (Gen. 40:1).

Rashi brings the Midrash that the cupbearer was imprisoned
because a fly was found in Pharaoh's goblet of wine; the
baker was imprisoned because a small pebble was found in
the king's bread.

The first paragraph of the Shulchan Aruch (the Code of
Jewish Law) reads: " 'l have set God before me always'
(Psalms 16:8) is a major principle of Torah -- because a
person's behavior when he is alone in the privacy of his
home is not like his behavior when he is in the imminent
presence of a king. How much more so if one realizes that
he is in the presence of the Great King, Almighty God,
whose glory fills the universe: He would have the reverence,
humility and fear of God."

Our tzaddikim (righteous ones) never lost sight of being in
God'spresence. Everythingthat transpired was contemplated
as to how it applied to their service of God. The story is
told of one such tzadik, the Alter (Elder) of Kelm who once
found a small chip of wood in his bread. This immediately
brought to mind the story of the king of Egypt's baker who
was imprisoned for allowing a pebble to be in the king's
bread. The Alter cogitated, "A defect in a person's bread is
hardly grounds for so severe a punishment. No one will be
punished for this chip of wood in the bread, especially since
it was totally accidental. Why, then, was the king's baker
punished so harshly?"

The Alter concluded, "It was because when one serves or
relates to the king, the standard of perfection is much greater
than when relating to other people. One must exercise much
greater caution to prevent any defects. In serving the king,
even a small defect is a major offense!"

"Iamin the service of the King ofkings," continued the Alter.
"Is my behavior before Him without defect? Have I been
cautious enough to avoid even accidental infractions?"
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This issue was donated by

Halachot Chanukah
\

appy Chanukah! This Wednesday night is the first night of

Chanukah. We perform four special mitzvoth on Chanukah.
1- Lighting the candles each night of Chanukah. Although there are
different options in the Talmud as to the order of the lighting of the
Chanukah candles, the accepted custom is that on the first night one
candle is lit, on the second night two and so on until the last night of
Chanukah when all eight candles are lit. The reason for this custom
is, “one must go higher and higher in matters of holiness.”
2- The complete "Hallel" is recited in the morning service during the
eight days of Chanukah.
3- The prayer of “Al Hanisim”, in which we give thanks to G-d for
the miracle which occurred on Chanukabh, is recited in the Shemone
Esreh (Amidah) as well as in the Birkat HaMazon (Grace-after-Meal)
each day of Chanukah.
4- The Torah is read in the synagogue each day of Chanukah. We read
about the dedication of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) in the desert and
the special gifts donated by the leaders of each of the twelve tribes of
Israel in connection with the dedication. This Torah portion is read
on Chanukah because the Mishkan was completed on the 25th of
Kislev, the same day in which the miracle of Chanukah took place a
thousand years later.
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TEST YOUR JEWISH1Q: Chanukah

1- About how many years after Purim did Chanukah happen?
(a) 200 (b) 350 (c) 500
2- What is the meaning of the word Chanukah?
(a) Miracle  (b) Light (c) Dedication
3- In which direction do we light the candles?
(a Right to left (b) Left to right (c) Any order

Steven and Sharon Kashanian for the birth of a girl
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Micah and Natasha Rafinia for the birth of a girl

Edison and Betty ARhavan for the Barmitzvah of Aaron
't

Mr. and Mrs. Avner Zaboulani and sons




Leah’s Bistro

105 Middle Neck Rd
Great Neck, NY 11021
516-829-4528
Lunch special $9.95

L Under VHQ supervision

Restaurant, Grill, BBQ, Catering _

Gourmet burgers, salads, soups, falafel, Moroccan
cigars, hot sandwiches, chicken wings, kebabs, steak, fish.
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

Caring in the Dungeon

Poor old Joseph - sold into slavery by his
brothers for no apparent reason other than he
told them of his d?eams; the target of seduction
by the gorgeous wife of his Egyptian master. His
reward for maintaining his values and integrity
in the face of almost impossible temptation?
Thrown into the deepest, darkest hole in Egypt
and they threw away the key. If ever a person had
a right to feel sorry for himself, it was Joseph.
Yet Joseph did not feel sorry for himself. Far
from it. His primary concern was for others. In
this week's Torah portion, he notices the pain of
Phharaoh‘s baker and butler and reaches out to
them.
The Talmud tells us: "Even with a sharp sword at
your neck, don't give up on mercy." The standard
explanation is that even when a situation looks
as bleak as can be, don't give up hoping for
God's mercy. Redemption can arrive in t£I)1 %link
of an eye.
There is another explanation of this phrase,
though, which I heard from an Auschwitz
survivor. She told me that she treasured this idea
throughout her time in the camps. The Hebrew
can be read to mean, "Even if a drawn sword is
at your neck, don't give up on being merciful.”
Don't become so self-involved that you forget
there are others around you in pain, too. When
entrenched within one's problems, it's so easy to
feel that you are the only person in the world
with difficulties. It's easy to become so self-
absorbed that you unwittingly become selfish
and uncaring,.
We all have problems, some of us more than
others. It takes strength and courage to overcome
them. But personal problems should not be an
excuse to stop caring about others. Circumstances
may rob you of many things, but when you StOﬁ
caring about others, you voluntarily relinquis
your humanity.
Joseph, even in the deepest pit in Egypt, cared
about those who were with him. This special lady
told me that even in Auschwitz, she made sure
she cared about others, that she was merciful and
loving. If there ever was a place where a sharp
sword was at one's neck, it was Auschwitz. Yet
she didn't forget that she was not the only one in

ain.
I\))Ve, who perhaps have much blunter swords at
our necks, should learn from her example. Don't
give up on caring. For there is nothing in this

DO YOU NEED A MORTGAGE?
ONLY 30% DOWN!
UP TO $1 MILLION!

No income verification loans are

Call Nasser Shaer

now available

(516) 658 - 0076

=

/

'Reform Jews have

Gone Too Far'
Deputy Religions Minister, Rabbi Eli
Ben-Dahan criticized Reform Jews,
whose representatives sat with him
in a panel on the Jewish People at the
conference of Jewish Agency trustees
Thursday.
The Reform representatives attacked Is-
rael's attitude toward the Reform Jews
living in it, and called on Israel to learn
from the American government and al-
low the same kind of freedom of reli-
gion.
"Here in Israel, there is no separation
of religion and state," answered Ben-
Dahan. "Rather, the religion is part of
the state. Therefore, the attempts to
compare Israel and the US on matters
of religion are incorrect."
Israel's first prime minister, David Ben
Gurion, he said, "was from the Labor
party, not from a hareidi party,”" yet he
"decided that he wants to bring about a
situation in which all of the Jews com-
ing to Israel can live together in the
state, with the aid of the widest com-
mon denominator, and that is the Or-
thodox common denominator. Unless it
remains that way, we will turn into two
nations," he warned.
Rabbi Ben-Dahan criticized the Re-
form movement. "I want to stress," he
said, "the only place in the world where
the Jewish nation is growing and not
shrinking is the state of Israel, unlike
America, where the Jewish nation is
shrinking. You wanted to be liberal, but
you went too far."

Norway's Proposed
Circumcision Ban
Rabbi Menachem Margolin,General
Director of the European Jewish
Association (EJA), on Wednesday
called Norway's proposed ban on "brit

world that can take away our humanity other
\_than our own decision. J

milah" (ritual circumcision) nothing
\_more than "Jewish exclusion."

TEe !an was backed by Norway's Chil—\

dren Ombudswoman Anne Lindboe,
who called non-medical circumcision a
"violation of human rights" and "char-
latan."

Rabbi Margolin condemned the move,
saying "modern medicines, including
non-Jewish international health orga-
nizations, overwhelmingly advocate
circumcision and its contribution to
preventing disease. For three thousand
years, Jews have been circumcised and
grow up without any traumas."
According to the rabbi there are only
7 circumcisions performed in Norway
each year.

The new proposed law comes amid
more general calls for a European ban
on circumcision, calls which have
crossed the Atlantic and been mirrored
in Canada recently.

Former MK Professor Aryeh Eldad in
early October responded sarcastically
to talk of the circumcision ban, saying
"the Council of Europe has found at last
the greatest threat to kids in the world."
Norway's proposed ban comes as many
have noted a general rise of anti-Semi-
tism in Europe, alongside ongoing anti-
Semitism in Norway specifically.

UN Chief to Visit
Auschwitz

United Nations SecretaryGeneral Ban
Ki-moon is planning to be the first ever
UN chief to visit the Auschwitz death
camp in Poland, his spokesman said .
In a statement, UN spokesman Mar-
tin Nesirky said that Ban will visit the
camp "to pay tribute to the victims of
the Holocaust and to stress the impor-
tance of the UN's work for genocide
prevention, tolerance and peace."
More than 1.1 million Jews died in
Auschwitz and the adjacent Birkenau
death camp at the hands of the Nazis
during World War I1.
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ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

(1 a (2) ¢ 3)b

November 24
Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:54 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9: 17 am

Shabbat Ends 5:22 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:06 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 3: 30 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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516-439-5060

Great Neck, NY 11021
Available for Home Visits
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.

212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7

'Flu Shots are now available'
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Taxi Serice

Cell : (646)
823_8887
Home: (516)
482_3490
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