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his week's portion tells a story often repeated throughout history:

The Jews become prominent and numerous. There arises a new
king in Egypt "who did not know Joseph" (meaning he chose not
to know Joseph or recognize any debt of gratitude). He proclaims
slavery for the Jewish people "lest they may increase so much, that if
there is war, they will join our enemies and fight against us, driving
(us) from the land." (Anti-Semitism can thrive on any excuse; it
need not be logical or real). -
Moshe (Moses) is born and immediately hidden because of the
decree to kill all male Jewish babies. Moses is saved by Pharaoh's
daughter, grows up in the royal household, goes out to see the
plight of his fellow Jews. He kills an Egyptian who was beating a
Jew, escapes to Midian when the deed becomes known, becomes a
shepherd, and then is commanded by God at the Burning Bush to
"bring My people out of Egypt." Moses returns to Egypt, confronts
Pharaoh who refuses to give permission for the Israelites to leave.
And then God says, "Now you will begin to see what 1 will do to
Pharaoh!"
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK
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e Torah states:

"And the King of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one
was Shifrah and the name of the second was Puah" (Exodus 1:15).
Rashi, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki, an eleventh century French
commentator, informs us that Shifrah was a second name for
Yocheved, Moses' mother. She was called Shifrah because she
did things for the betterment (the meaning of the Hebrew word
"Shifrah" is to "make better") of the infants in her care. Puah was
another name for Miriam, Moses' sister. She was called Puah
because of the comforting sounds ("poo, poo...") she would make
to the infants as mothers do to calm a crying baby. Why, however,
does the Torah give a second name?
Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz, a Torah luminary who taught in the Mir
Yeshiva, comments that when the Torah calls someone by a certain
name it is because that name represents the essence of the person.
The fact that Yocheved and Miriam were called by names that
show how they helped the infants both physically and emotionally,
means that this was an integral part of their very being. We see
from here that what might appear to be minor actions can be part of
an elevated level that will comprise the entire person.
When you experience love and compassion for others, you are
emulating the attributes of the Almighty. The greater your act of
kindness, the more elevated you become. A child who experiences
warmth and love grows up to be a more loving person. This early
conditioning will have life-long positive effects. Such a child will
find it much easier to feel love for the Almighty and love for his
fellow man. Whenever you make a young child feel good, be aware
of the extent of your kindness. The deeper your appreciation for the
chesed (kindness) you are doing, the more elevated you become!
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Evertresh Supermarket

People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Opens 7.30am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to

win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600

December 21, 2013 - Tevet 18,5774

Halachot Religious integrity

he real test of integrity takes place when someone is

faced between keeping his word and suffering a finan-
cial loss.
The Talmud brings the ultimate example of integrity:
"Rab Safra had a donkey for sale. A gentile came to his house
and offered him 50 coins for the donkey. At that precise mo-
ment Rab Safra was reciting the Shema Israel, so he could
not answer back, but, the Talmud asserts that in his heart Rab
Safra accepted the offer of 50 coins. The buyer, however,
thought that Rab Safra's silence meant that he expected a
higher price so he offered him 60 coins. Rab Safra was still
reciting the Shema, so he did not react. The buyer then of-
fered him 70 coins. At that point Rab Safra ended the Shema
and he refused to accept the 70 coins. He said that in is heart
he had accepted the first offer, 50 coins, and he would not
take extra money from the buyer."
Rab Safra was considered by the Talmud the epitome of yr-e
shamayim, a man with a highest level of respect and rever-
ence to God (Makot 24a, Rashi)
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TEST YOUR JEWISHI1Q: Torah

1- How old was Yocheved when she gave birth to Moshe?
(@75 (b) 100 (c) 130

2- How old was Moshe at the time of the Exodus?
(@70 (b)80 (c)90

3- Who was Moshe's father?
(a) Amram (b) Uzziel (c) Kehoth
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Shahyad and Carolina Nassimian for
the birth of a girl

R, Moshe and Gabriella Aziz for
the birth of a girl (last wee

Moshe and Monica Enayatian for
the birth of a boy

Davoudzadeh and Kamali families for
the engagement of Jonathan and Claudia

Simon and Emanuela Ghassabian for
the Barmitzvah of Joseph

r

Mr.Pary Levian and sons




A Lottery Joke
Moshe buys a ticket and wins the $20 million lottery. He goes
to claim his prize where the official verifies his ticket number.
Moshe says "I want my $20 million."
To which the official replied, "No, sir. It doesn't work that way.
With this lottery, you get a million today, and then you'll get the
516 rest spread out for the next 19 years."
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

ANTI-SEMITISM

t the beginning of this week's Parsha, the
Torah says:

"Joseph died, along with all his brothers
and that entire generation. The Jews increased
and became very strong and the land was
filled with them." (Exodus 1:6-7)

The tide had turned. Immediately after
the old generation died, the Jewish People
spread throughout Egypt and the assimilation
began. They dropped their Jewish customs
and blended into secular society.

What happens next may shock you.
Immediately, verse 8 reports the rise of
anti-Semitism in Egypt. What makes this
so unusual is that hatred of one group for
another is typically due to what sociologists
call "dislike of the unlike." Foreigners are
frequently discriminated against because
they have strange customs. But in this case,
the Egyptians didn't bother the Jews as long
as they kept to themselves. Only once they
began to resemble "regular Egyptians" did
the anti-Semitism begin.

As the Torah records:

"[Pharaoh] told his people: 'Behold, the
Jews are more numerous and stronger than
we. Let us take precautions so that if a
war should occur, they won't side with our
enemy." (Exodus 1:9-10)

Anti-Semitism is often generated with
the perception that Jews have power and
influence. Case in point: "The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion." A forgery purporting
to be the conspiratorial discussions of the
Jewish elders plotting to take over the world,
it was — next to the Bible — the best-
selling book in the world during the 1920's.
In the United States, Henry Ford sponsored
its publication. It has since been printed in
numerous languages internationally, and
presently has widespread distribution in
Japan.

And even today on the streets of America,
whispers can be heard: "Jews control
Hollywood, Jews control the media, Israel
gets too much foreign aid, etc."

U,

Moshe said, "Oh, no. I want all my money RIGHT now! I won it,
and I want it." Again the official patiently explains that he would
only get a million that day and the rest during the next 19 years.
Moshe was furious and screams out, "Look, | WANT MY
MONEY!! If you're not going to give me my $20 million right now,
THEN I WANT MY DOLLAR BACK "!!

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS
/

Luxury hotel planned on Bat
Yam beach.

A 436-room luxury hotel is expected to
open in mid 2017 on a deserted beach
between the central cities of Bat Yam and
Rishon Lezion.

Some NIS 500 million (about $142 million)
will be invested in Sea Hotel, which
entrepreneurs and Bat Yam Municipality
officials hope will boost tourism to the city.
The entrepreneurs are a group of investors
which includes Ilan Sasson of the Rom
Kineret Group; Michael Sepiashvili, a
diamond dealer living in Israel and the
United States; David Refaelov, who deals
with diamonds and mineral mining in
Russia; and Valery Markotenko, a former
owner of the Gazprom company who
engages in mineral mining,

According to Sasson, t%le entrepreneurs
bought the land (about 2.7 acres) i%r some
$20 million. "It will be the fourth biggest
hqtgl in the Tel Aviv metropolitan area,” he
said.

The deluxe level hotel will offer 40% of its
rooms as vacation apartments for foreign
and Israeli residents, who will be able to
use them six months a year.

The project was planned by the Feigin
Architects office, which is also responsible
fortwo nearby hotels that will serve together
as a complex of 1,200 hotel rooms.

Israel's Rita invited to UK
House of Lords

After performing at the United Nations
in March, Israeli singer Rita is about
to make an appearance at another
respectable institution. The Iranian-born
artist will speak at an event focusing on
the empowerment of women at the British
Parliament's House of Lords in London.
The event, titled "Women in Music," will
be hosted by Alicia Kennedy, the Baroness
Kennedy of Cradley, former deputy
general secretary of the Labour Party and
now life peer on the Labour benches and a
human rights activist.

The event will be attended by parliament
members, businesspeople, members of the

J

Qusic industry and representatives of

the British association for women's
rights.

"This is a surprising invitation, which
made me very happy," says Rita. "In the
past few years I have taken upon myself
the mission of trying to advance the
empowerment of women through music,
and in general. The invitation from the UK
House of Lords strengthens the notion that
this is one of the most important things 1
have ever done."

Unlike her performance in the UN, this
time Rita has not been asked to sing.

"I wrote a 15-minute speech and asked
to leave the rest for c'luestions from the
audience," she says. "In total I'll be on
stage for about an hour, and I'm very
excited about it. I don't know if one can
sing there, at the House of Lords, but I
might do it spontaneously."

EasyJet to launch
Tel Aviv-Milan route

Low-cost carrier easyJet will operate four
weekly flights to Milan starting March
2014. Tickets for easylJet's Tel Aviv-Milan
Malpensa route will go on sale from
December 18 2013 on the company's
website and easylJet’s mobile application.
The carrier has not yet quoted any fares.
easylet’s announcement that it is
launching Tel Aviv-Milan flights follows
announcements in the past few weeks
that it is launching three weekly flights
to London Gatwick starting April 1 2014,
and three weekly flights to Berlin starting
February 4, 2014.

Tel Aviv-Milan will be the 8th route
easylet operates from Tel Aviv's Ben
Gurion Airport. Currently easylet offers
flights from Tel Aviv to London Luton (up
to 11 frequencies per week), Manchester
(2-3 a week), Geneva (5 times a week),
Basel (4 times a week), Rome (twice a
week) and the new lines to be launched to
Berlin and Gatwick.

The new routes that will begin operating
in 2014 will make easylet the second
largest foreign carrier operating out of]
Ben Gurion Airport.
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ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

Mec b (3a

December 22

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:17 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 34 am

Shabbat Ends 5:22 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:16 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 3: 33 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.
516-439-5060
212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7
Great Neck, NY 11021
Available for Home Visits
'Flu Shots are now available'

Hertzel
Jaiys
Taxi Service
Cell : (646)
823_8887
Home: (516)
482_3490

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR AD AT A VERY LOW COST.
YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
CALL: 212 869 2291
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