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Evertresh Supermarket _
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sunday to Friday.
Opens 7.30am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

¢ left off last week with Joseph's pronouncement that

he was keeping Benjamin as a slave for stealing his
wine cup. Judah steps forward to challenge the decision
and offers himself as a slave instead of Benjamin. Joseph is
overcome with emotion, clears the room of all Egyptians and
then reveals his identity to his unsuspecting brothers.
The brothers are shocked! They suspect Joseph's intentions,
but accept his offer to bring the extended family to Egypt.
Jacob is initially numb and disbelieving of the news, but
becomes very excited to see his son.
The Torah ... recounts the 70 members of Jacob's family
which went down to Egypt. Jacob reunites with Joseph, meets
Pharaoh and settles with the family in the Goshen district.
During the famine, Joseph buys up all of the property and
people in Egypt for Pharaoh with the grain stored during the

seven good years.
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states, "And Joseph said to his brothers, I am

Joseph" (Genesis 45:3) when he reveals his true identity
to his brothers.
The Chofetz Chaim comments that from the time the brothers
first came to Egypt to get food -- when Joseph spoke with
them roughly and accused them of being spies -- they were
puzzled about what exactly was happening and why it was
happening. In both encounters with Joseph they had many
questions about their experiences. As soon as they heard the
words, "I am Joseph" all their questions were answered. The
difficulties they had in understanding the underlying meaning
of the events -- why Joseph accused them of being spies, yet
treated them well, accused them of lying and stealing, but
gave them a banquet, insisted on bringing the younger brother
to Egypt, etc. -- were now completely clarified.
Similarly, says the Chofetz Chaim, when the entire world will
hear the words "I am the Almighty" at the final redemption of
the Jewish people, all the questions and difficulties that people
had about the history of the world with all of its suffering
will be answered. The entire matter will be clarified and
understood. Everyone will see how the hand of the Almighty
caused everything ultimately for our benefit.
When one realizes that the Almighty has a plan and a purpose
for all the events that occur, it gives meaning to the hardships
and suffering. Even if you do not know the exact meaning
of a particular event, the knowledge that there is an ultimate
meaning will enable you to view the situation in a positive,
albeit painful, manner.
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This issue was donated by

Halachot FAST OF TENTH OF TEVET

his coming Friday December 13th, we will observe the Tenth

of Tevet, a fast day.
The main event we remember in this day is the onset of the siege
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylonia. The siege
of the city signaled the beginning of the battle that ultimately de-
stroyed Yerushalayim and the first Beth Hamikdash in the year 586
BCE. Hundreds of thousands of Jews were killed or sent as captives
to the Babylonian exile.

The date of the Tenth of Tevet was recorded by the prophet
Yehezkel, who was already in Babylonia, with the first group of
Jews exiled by Nebuchadnezzar, eleven years earlier than the actual
destruction of the Temple.
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TEST YOUR JEWISH I Q: Torah

1- After how many years did Jacob see Joseph?
@7 (b)14 (c)22
2- How old was Jacob when he came to Egypt?
(a) 130 (b) 145 (c) 157
3- How many years of famine had passed when Jacob and his
family came to Egypt?
@2 (4 ()6

= Mehrdad and Sarit Ebrani for the
birth of a boy (last week)

N

Kevin and Stacey Gorjian for the
birth of a boy (last week)

Bassalian and Soleiman families for the
wedding of George and Lauren

Eliassi and Khojahiny families for the
wedding of Jonathan and Michelle

Hakim and Mounessa families for the
wedding of Don and Jennifer
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Mr, T Mrs. Avner Zaboulani and sons.




Leah’s Bistro
Restaurant, Grill, BBQ, Catering
105 Middle Neck Rd £
Great Neck, NY 11021
516-829-4528
Lunch special $9.95
Gourmet burgers, salads, soups, falafel, Moroccan
cigars, hot sandwiches, chicken wings, kebabs, steak, fish.

L Under VHQ supervision
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

70 SOULS TO EGYPT

he Torah lists all of the

children of Jacob and gives
the sum total as 70. Rashi, the
classical commentator, counted
the names and found only 69!
How can this be?
The simple answer is to count
Jacob as number 70.
Another answer can be found in
the verse in Numbers (26:59) that
refers to Yocheved, the mother
of Moses, as being "born in
Egypt," the inference being that
her conception and birth pangs
were not in Egypt. The tradition
is that she was born just as they
entered the gates of the city. It
follows that while 69 people
literally went down, 70 actual
souls entered Egypt.
A third answer can be seen in the
previous verse (Genesis 46:4),
where God promises to go down
to Egypt with Jacob, and to
ascend with him at the eventual
redemption. Here, God counts as
number 70.
The Midrash says that when the
Babylonians exiled the Jews,
they marched them to the rivers
of Babylon, where they were
placed in large ships and brought
into captivity. The Babylonians
counted everyone on the boat
before they left and upon arrival.
Every  boatload  numbered
exactly one more than they had
counted. The Babylonians were
baffled, and asked the Jews for
the solution. They replied that
the "Shechina (Divine Presence)
went into exile with us, and is
found in every boat." Likewise
here, the Divine Presence went
down to Egypt with the Jewish

people!
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DO YOU NEED A MORTGAGE?

ONLY 30% DOWN!
UP TO $1 MILLION!

No income verification loans are

now available
Call Nasser Shaer
(516) 658 - 0076

Israel's chief rabbis:
Pray against drought

srael's Chief Rabbis Yitzhak Yosefand David

Lau have ruled that the so far dry winter in
the country matches the halachic definition
of "drought," which obligates public to say
special prayers against the lack of rain.
After meeting last week with the head of the
Knesset's Agricultural Lobby, Knesset Member
Zvulun Kalfa (Habayit Hayehudi), the rabbis
declared that the public must read Psalms and
add specific segments to the regular prayers.
In a manifesto distributed to Israel's rabbis,
Yosef and Lau wrote: "Due to the drought,
as unfortunately we are not being blessed
this year with timely rain, we are asking our
country's residents to add a rain prayer to their
prayers...
And we hope that the prayer of the high priest
on Yom Kippur, asking for a year blessed with
rain, will be answered."
On Thursday, the eighth day of the holiday
of Hanukkah, the chief rabbis planned to
participate in a mass prayer at the Western
Wall following the lack of rain.

Obama invites Casspi to
light menorah

Omri Casspi was the first Israeli to play in the
NBA, the world's best basketball league, and
this season he is proving that he belongs there,
winning acclaim for his performance on the
court as the Houston Rockets forward.

As a high-profile Israel in the United States he
has also won a great honor: Casspi will soon
replace his Rockets jersey with a festive suit
and travel from Texas to Washington after being
invited to the White House to meet President
Barack Obama and light Hanukkah candles, as
part of the White House's traditional-symbolic
menorah lighting ceremony which will be held
on Thursday.

Like a good Jewish son, Casspi will bring along
his mother, Ilana, who had already scheduled a

Qip to the US to visit her boy. Now she will

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

also get to meet America's No. 1 citizen.
Casspi told US media after receiving the
prestigious invitation, "I'm so excited. A
dream come true to be invited to the White
House. I always thought it would be as part
of a championship-winning team, but this is
great.

"I will represent Israel and the Jewish
community," he added.

Most Corrupt Nations
in the World

German-based NGO Transparency Interna-
tional released its annual Corruption Percep-
tions Index on Tuesday. The index, which
ranks corruption of countries on a 0 to 100
scale, with the lowest scores indicating the
most corruption, based on perceptions of ex-
perts and analysts, found 8 Arab countries
were among the 10 most corrupt nations.
Those surveyed in compiling the results
include experts from bodies such as the World
Bank, African Development Bank, Economist
Intelligence Unit and others.

Israel scored a 61 on the index and ranked 36th
least corrupt out of a total of 177 nations. The
score is up from 60 in 2012, when Israel was
39th least corrupt.

Of the 10 most corrupt nations, all of which
scored under 20 on the index, 8 (Afghanistan,
Syria, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan in alphabetical order) have a
Muslim majority. Five are Arab.

Somalia, North Korea and Afghanistan were
ranked the most corrupt states in the world,
each scoring a mere 8 on the index.

The list was topped by Denmark and New
Zealand, although no country received a
perfect score, with the two leaders rated 91.
The US was ranked 19th on the list.

ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST: December 8

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:07 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 27 am

Shabbat Ends 5:17 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:10 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 3: 28 pm

Mec (2 a (3 a

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem
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Available for Home Visits

'Flu Shots are now available
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