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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his is the Torah portion containing the giving of the Ten

Commandments. Did you know that there are differences
in the Ten Commandments as stated here (Exodus 20:1 -14)
and restated later in Deuteronomy 5:6 - 18?
Moses' father-in-law, Jethro (Yitro in the Hebrew) joins the
Jewish people in the desert, advises Moses on the best way
to serve and judge the people -- by appointing a hierarchy of
intermediaries -- and then returns home to Midian. The Ten
Commandments are given, the first two were heard directly
from God by every Jew and then the people begged Moses
to be their intermediary for the remaining eight because the
experience was too intense.
The portion concludes with the Almighty telling Moses to
instruct the Jewish people not to make any images of God.
They were then commanded to make an earthen altar; and
eventually to make a stone altar, but without the use of a
sword or metal tool.

Yitro
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"And Yitro, the priest of Midian, the father-in-law of
Moshe, heard all that the Almighty did for Moshe and to
Israel His people" (Exodus 18:1).

Rashi cites the Talmud (Zevachim 116a): "What did Yitro
hear to make him come to join the Jewish people? He heard
about the miracle of the crossing of the Red Sea and the war
with Amalek." What was so unique about what Yitro heard?
Didn't all the other surrounding nations hear about this also?
"The answer is," said Rabbi Yehuda Leib Chasman, "that they
heard and remained the same. Yitro, however, didn't merely
hear, he took action. Others were moved and inspired for
a few moments, but stayed where they were. Yitro picked
himself up and changed his life."

Everyone has moments of inspiration. The difference between
a great person and an ordinary person is that the great person
acts upon his inspirations. When you obtain an important
awareness, let it move you to actual changes in your life.
Rabbi Eliyahu Lopian asked a question on this Rashi: We can
understand how the miracles at the Red Sea influenced Yitro.
However, what was so moving about the war with Amalek?
He replied, "At times the best way to appreciate Torah values
for living is to observe the behavior of those who lack those
values. Amalek also heard about the crossing of the Red
Sea. They themselves were in no danger from the Israelites,
nevertheless they cruelly tried to wipe them out. Hearing this,
Yitro was moved. He realized how one needs the Almighty in
his life for basic values.
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Tel: 516-773-4600
January 18 2014 - Shevat 17, 5774

Halachot Lending money and paying back

tis forbidden for a borrower to spend the borrowed money recklessly

(unnecessarily) in a way that the lender will not be able to recover
the loan from him/her. This is true even if the lender is very wealthy;
the Halacha does not permit borrowing without truly intending to
repay.
When a person borrows money, the Halacha expects him/her to feel a
very strong responsibility towards the lender, and to do everything to
pay the lender back as soon as possible. After all, a loan is not a gift -
the money still belongs to the lender. Just like the poor is not allowed
to steal from the rich, so too is the rule regarding loans. Our Rabbis
said “the money of your fellow man should be treated with the same
care you would treat your own.” )

TEST YOUR JEWISHI1Q: Torah

1 How long was Moshe on Mt. Sinai before
coming down with the tablets?
a. 7 days b. 14 days c. 40 days

2. What shape were the tablets?
a. Square b. Rectangular c. Square with rounded tops

3. Which is the only commandment that promises
~areward of long life?
a. Keeping Shabbat b. Honoring Parents
c. Not to have any other gods.
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Avi & Farnaz Rachmani for the birth of a boy
Hakimi el Zabihi families fog the wedding of

Brian and Brenda

Ben-David &, Kashimallak families for
the engagement of Elan and Sharona (last week)

Ashkan < Patricia Enayatian for

J

This issue was donated by

the Barmitzvah of Yisrael
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é The Mashadi Community has for many years been grateful to h
Dani and Yossi Namdar for their devotion to
our synagogues and the community.
On behalf of the entire Mashadi Communty the
Shalom Week editors offer their sincerest condolences to
Dani and Yossi , their sisters and all their family
on the loss of their mother.

\,

Mr. and Mrs. David Zabihi and family
in memory of Mr.Sadegh Livi (Mordechai ben Ishayah)
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a shira or in memory of
a loved one or to advertise

Call: 212-869-2291
e-mail: holondon@aol.com
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

How far you go in life depends on your

being tender with the young,

compassionate with the aged, sympathetic

with the striving,

and tolerant of the weak and strong.
Because someday in your life you will have

been all of these.

United or Untied

nd Israel encamped there, opposite

the mountain. (Ex. 19:2)
In the Pesach Haggadah it states, "Had
He (God) brought us before Har Sinai,
but not given us the Torah, it would
have been sufficient." These words are
difficult to understand, for what would
simply arriving at Har Sinai accomplish
if it would not have resulted in our
receiving the Torah?
Rashi points out that the word
"vayichan" is in the singular, despite
the fact that the Torah was describing
the encampment of millions of Jews.
Rashi explains that at this particular
encampment the Jewish people were
united - "as one man, with one heart."
Upon arriving in the desert of Sinai, they
put an end to all quarrelling, cleansing
their hearts from all ill will, and they
shared a deep love for one another. The
unity that the Jewish people achieved
would have been worthwhile even had
they not received the Torah!
For Israel to rise to its highest calling,
for us to reach perfection, we must
act as one entity and not as a bunch of
individuals. Furthermore, when people
are united, God does not harm them. As
we see in the story of the tower of Babel,
the Torah tells us that God said, "Behold,
they are one people with one language
for all." Since they were united God
did not destroy them. Instead, He said,
"Come let us descend there and confuse
their language." Because they could not
understand each other, the builders of
the tower began to fight, became untied,
and Hashem then harmed them.
Unity comes about when one puts his
personal worries to the side and concerns
himself with his friend. The difference
between united and untied is where you
place the "I". When you place the "I" to
the side and you are more concerned for
your friend - unity is the result.
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH -

ARIEL SHARON

riel (Arik) Sharon was born Ariel

Scheinermann, on 26 February 1928
to Russian immigrants in British controlled
Palestine.
Sharon was a member of the Haganah and
then a commander in the Israeli Army from
its creation in 1948. As a paratrooper and
then an officer, he participated prominently
in the 1948 War of Independence, becoming
a platoon commander in the Alexandroni
Brigade and taking part in many battles,
including Operation Ben Nun Alef. He was
an instrumental figure in the creation of Unit
101, and the Retribution operations, as well
as in the 1956 Suez Crisis, the Six-Day War
of 1967, the War of Attrition, and the Yom-
Kippur War of 1973. As Minister of Defense,
he directed the 1982 Lebanon War.
Sharon was considered the greatest field
commander in Israel's history, and one of the
country's greatest ever military strategists.
After his assault of the Sinai in the Six-Day
War and his encirclement of the Egyptian
Third Army in the Yom Kippur War, the
Israeli public nicknamed him "The King of
Israel," and "The Lion of God", a pun on his
given name.
Upon retirement, Sharon entered politics,
joining the Likud, and served in a number of
ministerial posts in Likud-led governments
from 1977-92 and 1996-99. He became the
leader of the Likud in 2000, and served as
Israel's prime minister from 2001 to 2006.
From the 1970s through to the 1990s, Sharon
championed construction of Israeli settlements
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. However,
as Prime Minister, in 2004-05 Sharon
orchestrated Israel's unilateral disengagement
from the Gaza Strip. Facing stiff opposition
to this policy within the Likud, in November
2005 he left Likud to form a new party,Kadima.
He had been expected to win the next election
and was widely interpreted as planning on
"clearing Israel out of most of the West Bank",
in a series of unilateral withdrawals. However,
Sharon suffered a stroke on 4 January 2006

and was left in a vegetative state until his
\death eight years later.

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

~

Made in Israel -

More Expensive for Israelis?
A report reveals Israelis paying up to
102% more than foreign shoppers for food
manufactured domestically.
Numerous food products manufactured
in Israel by Israeli companies cost
considerably less outside of Israel, a study
found.
Financial magazine revealed some of the
staggering disparities between what Israeli
and foreign shoppers pay for basic goods.
for example, candy bar Pesek Zman made
by Osem/Elite costs 74% more in Israel's
Yeynot Bitan than at Britain's Tesco; Osem
onion soup costs 82% more in the local
Supersol than in Britain; and Wissotsky
mint tea costs a whopping 102% more in
Israel than it does at Walmart in the US.
The study compared prices for 25 Israeli
food products in Israel, the US and
Britain.
The survey supports a report presented to
the Knesset last week, which found that
food prices in Israel are 19% higher than
in Europe, on average,and 25% higher than
in the US.
A senior source in the food market said that
Israel's VAT is a large part of the reason for the
price gaps. Another blamed Israeli retailers
for overcharging. He further claimed that the
sample of products is not a representative
one and that most Israeli products are
considerably less expensive in Israel.
One wholesaler said that Israeli products
are sold for low prices abroad because
the manufacturers want to create a market
for their products, which are relatively
unfamiliar, whereas the products enjoy high
brand recognition on the Israeli market.
Osem called the report “biased,” and said
that according to a Nielsen survey, prices
abroad are higher than in Israel, even
though most Osem products are sold in
Britain without the 18% VAT charged in
Israel.
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ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1c 2)a 3)b

January 19

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:17 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 40 am

Shabbat Ends 5:47 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:29 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 3: 55 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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Michael Salamatbad D.O.
516-439-5060
212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7

Great Neck, NY 11021

Available for Home Visits

'Flu Shots are now available'

N

Hertzel
Jaipo
Taxi Service
Cell : (646)
823_8887
Home: (516)
482_3490
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YOU WILL REACH THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS!
CALL: 212 869 2291
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