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TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

his week's Torah reading is an architect's or

interior designer's dream portion. It begins
with the Almighty commanding Moses to tell the
Jewish people to donate the materials necessary
for the construction of the Mishkan, the portable
sanctuary.
The Torah continues with the details for
constructing the Ark, the Table, the Menorah,
the Tabernacle (the central area of worship
containing the Ark, the Menorah, the Incense
Altar, and the Table), the Beams composing
the walls of the Tabernacle, the Cloth partition
(separating the Holy of Holies where the Ark
rested from the remaining Sanctuary part of
the Tabernacle), the Altar and the Enclosure for
the Tabernacle (surrounding curtains forming
a rectangle within which was a large area
approximately 15x larger than the Tabernacle).
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Halachot Meat and Milk ~

/

B esides the prohibition of eating together meat and dairy, our Rabbis indicated

that it is necessary to wait between eating meat or a meat product and eating

milk or a diary product.
The general Sephardi Minha% (tradition, custom) is to wait six hours between
meat and dairy. This rule applies equally after eating red or white meat.
If necessary, one could be lenient with a child, especially an infant, and allow
him 06 her to have milk or dairy one or two hours after eating meat (R. Obadia
Yosef).
There are other Minhaguim (traditions) which indicate that the waiting period
between meat and milk is 3 or 4 hours. This is mainly the Ashkenazi custom as
well as the tradition of some families in our Mashadi community. The general
rule in Minhagim is that everyone should follow the custom of his parents and
families, and also be respectful of other's Minhagim.
On a similar note, the general Sephardi Minhag is not requiring a waiting period
from dairy to meat. After eating dairy you: 1) wash your hands, 2) wash your
mouth or drink water or soda, and ). eat a solid Parve food (such as bread or a
fruit etcg1 before eating meat. Many families in our community, however, have
the Minhag to wait three hours after eating dairy before eating meat, especially
after eating hard cheese.
As we've already explained, everyone should keep and follow his or her own

Terumah
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"And the Almighty spoke to Moshe
saying, 'Speak to the children of Israel that they
take for me an offering" (Exodus 25:1-2).

What lesson can we learn from the juxtaposition
of the Torah portion of Terumah following the
Torah portion of Mishpatim?

Mishpatim teaches that a person's money must
be his own according to the dictates of justice

Dov Soloveitchik. Terumah deals with donations
to charity. Before a person gives money to
charity, he must be very careful that his money
was not acquired by cheating anyone else. If a
person gives charity by stealing from others,
his charity is not considered charity. A mitzvah
that someone would fulfill by means of violating
other commandments is not considered a good
deed.

When it comes to doing good deeds, the ends
do not justify the means. Both the ends and the
means must be in accordance with the dictates
of the Torah.

and the letter of the law, comments Rabbi Yosef

\famlly Minhagim. Y,

TEST YOUR JEWISHIQ: Torah

1- Which Hebrew letter appears most often in the Torah?
(a) Aleph (b) Yud (c) Vav

2- Which Hebrew letter appears least often in the Torah ?
(a) Tet (b) Samech (c) Gimel

3) Which book of the Torah has the most letters?
\_ a) Bereshit b) Shemot c) Devarim Y,

4 Super Bowl Joke! )

During a Iull in the game, a man turns to the lady on his left and says,
"You and I are sitting next to the only empty seat in the stadium and these
seats are being scalped at $5,000 a pop!"

The lady replies, "Yes, it was my late husband's seat."

The man offers condolences and says, "But I would have thought a
friend or a relative would have wanted to make use of it."
"Yes," says the lady, "I would have thought so, too ... but they all
insisted on going to the funeral."
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Matin and Nazanein Aziz for the birth of a boy

Ramin and Afsoun Nabavian for the

\ D Barmitzvah of Toby (last week)

This issue was donated by

Mrs. Pary Levian and sons in memory of
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

The Right Intentions
arshat Trumah begins with
God's instruction to "take a

donation" for the Tabernacle.
This sounds strange. Shouldn't
the Torah have instructed us to
"give a donation"?

The explanation is that giving
— for the right reason and to
a proper recipient — is also a
form of taking. You see, the
money we own is temporary,
but our good deeds are eternal.
So a gift is to our credit. As a
wise person once said: "All
that I really own is what I've
given away."

And in the truth, one of life's
greatest pleasures is to give.
God's most essential quality is
that of a giver, so our emulating
God — by giving — is one of
the highest forms of spiritual
expression.

This parsha also tells us the key
to proper giving: it should be
with a full heart. The Midrash
says that Betzalel, the architect
of the Tabernacle, was able to
discern the intentions of those
who donated. In this way, he
determined how each donation
wouldbeusedinthe Tabernacle.
For instance, when someone
gave with pure intentions, their
donation was used for the Holy
Ark. Whereas someone who
gave begrudgingly would have
his donation used for pegs to
hold up the Tabernacle walls.
Even today, when we give
money to a synagogue, we
don't know how the money will
be used. But if we give with
the right intentions, we can be
sure it will be used in the best
possible way.
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Pope's Vatican Hotel Kitchen Goes
Kosher for a Day

or just one day, the kitchen of the Vatican

hotel where Pope Francis lives went
kosher.
Rabbi Jaakov Spizzichino oversaw the
scrupulous cleaning of countertops, the boiling
of utensils and the heating of the oven to render
it fit for cooking under Jewish dietary laws.
The occasion? A four-course lunch Francis
hosted for a dozen Argentine rabbis last week.
It was another sign of his close friendship with
Jews, despite some complaints in Israel that
he's giving the Jewish state short-shrift on his
upcoming trip to the Holy Land.
The Vatican has hosted kosher meals for visiting
Jewish delegations on several occasions, and
Francis famously provided kosher takeout for
one of his best friends, Rabbi Abraham Skorka,
when Skorka stayed with him at the Vatican's
Santa Marta hotel last year.
But the Jan. 16 luncheon in Santa Marta's dining
room was a special occasion that warranted
more — including the extensive, rabbinically
supervised sterilizing of the hotel kitchen that
on-site kosher cooking entails.
The Vatican pulled out all the stops as Francis
hosted Skorka and about 15 other rabbis from
Buenos Aires who came to Rome to visit their
old friend. It turned to Ba'Ghetto, one of the
best kosher restaurants on the other side of the
Tiber River, to cater the affair.
"I decided to do it simple, because the pope is
simple," said Amit Dabush, Ba'Ghetto's Israeli-
born co-owner. "But the menu was full: He had
to make a 'bella figura™ — a good impression
— on his guests.
To do so, however, required on-site cooking,
and that required Dabush and Spizzichino, a
kosher inspector with Rome's chief rabbinate,
to sterilize the small kitchen off the main dining
room kitchen.
A key issue was the oven: according to Jewish
dietary laws, an oven in a non-kosher kitchen
must sit idle for 24 hours and be cleaned and
turned on full blast for an hour to sterilize it,
Spizzichino said. So on the morning of the

luncheon, Dabush, some restaurant workers
\and Spizzichino set to work early: scorching

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

the oven and burners, scouring the kitchen
countertops and covering them with aluminum
foil to prevent the kosher food from being
contaminated. They boiled and sterilized the
big pots used for making pasta and set the tables
with Ba'Ghetto's own plates and utensils.

International Space

Conference in Israel
Heads of space agencies, astronauts, and senior
experts in Israeli and international aerospace
industries are expected to take part in the Ninth
Ilan Ramon International Space Conference,
headed by the Israel Space Agency of the
Ministry of Science and the Fisher Institute.
Heads and representatives from senior space
agencies including NASA, ESA, Russia,
China, Italy, Canada, Israel and Norway, have
confirmed participation in the gathering.
The two-day conference — January 29-30, 2014
—will discuss security aspects of space, science
and space, space policies, space in the world of]
industry and technology, and innovations and
non-traditional uses of space.
The meeting is a living tribute to Israel’s first
astronaut, the late Colonel Ilan Ramon, who
died with his colleagues on the space shuttle
Columbia on February 1st, 2003. The event
is a central meeting point for high ranking
executives from around the world in the areas
of science and space.
There will also be a professional exhibition
presenting the latest innovations by the Israeli
military and civilian industries.
In related news, Space Week in Israel starts
today and there are dozens of out-of-this-world
activities and movie screenings open to the
public.
The country’s Cinematheque movie houses
will be screening space-related films around
the clock. The Tel Aviv Port is joining forces
with the Israel Space Agency for four days of
activities. One of the most hyped interactive
attractions includes Google Glass and new
computer games.
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ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

(1) b (31,522 times) (2) a (1,802 times)

February 2

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:08 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 36 am

(3) a) Bereshit (78,064)

Shabbat Ends 6:02 pm
Earliest time for Minchah 12:33 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 4: 09 pm

% Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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