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Concluding the 7 days of inauguration for the Mishkan
(Portable Sanctuary), Aaron, the High Priest, brings
sacrifices for himself and the entire nation. Nadav and
Avihu, sons of Aaron, bring an incense offering on their
own initiative, and are consumed by a heavenly fire (perhaps
the only time when someone did something wrong and was
immediately hit by "lightning").

The Cohanim are commanded not to serve while intoxicated.
The inaugural service is completed. God then specifies the
species which are Kosher to eat: mammals (those that have
cloven hoofs and chew their cud), fish (those with fins and
scales), birds (certain non-predators), and insects (certain
species of locusts). The portion concludes with the laws of
spiritual defilement from contact with the carcasses of certain
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Everfresh Supermarket _
People, Produce, Perfection. Free delivery Sundz(lf/ to Friday.
Opens 7.30am Sun.- Fri. For weekly specials and a chance to
win a $100 Everfresh gift card sign up at:
Info@everfreshsuermarket.com

Tel: 516-773-4600
March 22, 2014 - 2Adar 20, 5774

Halachot Shabbat Parah

he third special Matftir is parashat Parah (read today)

and contains the laws of cleansing by the ashes of
“Parah Aduma” (Red Heifer). If a Jew has impurity
by contact to a dead body then before being allowed
to enter the “Beth Hamikdash”, he should be cleansed
spiritually by the ashes of the Parah Aduma.
- The 4th special Maftir is Parashat Hachodesh and is
recited on the Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Nissan
or on Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Nissan. It informs every
Jew to get ready and prepare to go to Yerushalayim for
Pesach.
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TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states, "And the Almighty spoke

to Aharon (Aaron) saying, 'Wine and other
intoxicating beverages, you shall not drink, you
and your sons with you, when you come into the
Tent of Meeting.' " Why the special emphasis on
not drinking intoxicating beverages before serving
in the sanctuary?
The Netziv, Rabbi Naftoli Tzvi Yehudah Berlin,
comments: A regular priest (Kohen) is forbidden to
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TEST YOUR JEWISH | Q : Kashrut

Which of these animals / fish/ birds are kosher?
1. a)Deer b) Ox c) Goat
2 a)Sturgeon b) Shark c¢) Dolphin
3. a) Ostrich b) Swan c¢) Heron

J

do the service in the Temple when he has just lost

a close relative, but the High Priest is permitted to
do so. Why? One must be in a state of joy to do the
Almighty's service. When a regular priest loses a
relative, he is in a state of grief and therefore lacks
the necessary joy to serve. The High Priest (Kohen
Gadol) had to be a person who reached the level
that his service in the Temple would transcend any
personal loss. When he performed the Almighty's
service, he was able to be in a joyous state
regardless of what events had just occurred.
Because joy is a necessary prerequisite for service,
one might mistakenly think that a Kohen could or
even should drink wine in order to put himself in
a high mood. Therefore, the Torah tells us that this
joy must come from an awareness of the Almighty.
It should not be artificially induced by means of
some chemical substance that one ingests.

The practical lesson for us: A person can enter a
happy emotional state, though it may be difficult,
with his own mind and has no need for external
stimulants to do it. Act happy and you will
feel happy. The outward act brings the inner
appreciation. Additionally, the prescription for
happiness is focusing on what one has. (Misery,

As per phone conversations with rice importers and receipt of confirmation
letters from them, Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Haim has confirmed that the following
brands of rice are 100% pure, are not enriched, and have no additives or
preservatives. Therefore, they are suitable for use on Passover.

The brands are as follows:
Lalquila - Shahzadeh - Pari - Royal - Zebra - Deer -
Empire _ Gold &Qilla -
Even though these rices are pure, Jewish Law requires them to be cleaned
at least 3 times and washed thoroughly before use for Passover.

\therefore, is focusing on what one doesn't have!) Y,

This issue was donated by

Please avoid any enriched rice.
Chag Kasher Ve Sameach

Mishel and Adeline Ebrahimi for the birth of a boy

Charkhy and Haidatov families for the wedding of Corine and Oded

Mr T Mrs Avner Zaboulani and sons




PERSONAL TRAINER

Orthodox lady is a Personal Trainer and
Exercise Physiologist
for women only in Great Neck
Call Liz 407-538-9080

BEST OF AISH HATORAH

WHAT'S WRONG WITH PORK OR
LOBSTER?

here are those who claim that Judaism is primarily

a "kitchen religion," focused on food! "Is it meat
or dairy? Kosher for Passover or not?" Many peo le
have a hard time with "dietary laws" in general: "What
difference does it make to God what I put in my
stomach?"
Question: Why can't Jews eat pork? What's wrong
with pigs?
Do we really understand the essence of humans or
even a pig? Without understanding their essence, we
cannot understand how a certain act of eating can put a
block between a Jew and his Creator!
The prohibition against eating pork is not a logical law.
Rather it is based on the basic Jewish belief that all
physical matter is connected to spiritual roots. When
we view the Divine commandments as a prescription
from the doctor, they have a different meaning. "You
are what you eat!" Our eating habits play a central role
in our lives and can influence our personalities in many
ways. This is true both in the medical, emotional, and
other inner senses that can be aroused or deadened by
our diet.
If the Almighty forbids certain animals, it must be
that particular animal's lifestyle (dirty, scavenger,
carnivorous) is not the model that God wants us to
emulate. God wants us to see ourselves as being more
than "sophisticated animals" scrounging for a meal.
Benign animals, such as chickens and cows are the
kosher ones.
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch writes in "Horeb": Just as the
Temple in Jerusalem becomes defiled by impurity,
so too your own "inner temple" becomes defiled by
impure foods. The food may feed and nourish you, but
the animal instinct is increasingly aroused. Your body
is blunted from being an instrument of the spirit and
you are drawn down to the animal. Your spirit is faced
with a fierce battle and less equipped to fight.
Just as your body naturally rejects matter found to be
alien and not suitable for human consumption, so too
you must reject that which prevents you from fulfilling
your holy mission as a Jew! It is clear that the Divine
Spirit in man is linked to the body. Instincts can be
aroused or controlled by bodily gratification. Mental
clarity can be impaired or killed, just as animals are
made bloodthirsty or tame, by the food they consume.
All this is true even if we don't understand the
metaphysical reason behind the laws. Can we possibly
understand all God's laws? Do we know the intimate
nature of all creatures - or even our own nature? The
Almighty knows all of these, and knows your exact
place in the scheme of creation. Therefore, implores
Rabbi Hirsch, follow God's instructions as He summons
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EDMOND HAKIMIAN & SON
Edmond 718-404-8809 Daniel 516-244-7977
Visit us at: EdHakimian.wix.com/Syndication
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Scarlett Johansson Again
Defends Soda Stream
and Israel

Hs)llywood superstar  Scarlett
ohansson has again defended
her decision to represent Israeli soda-
maker SodaStream and shot down
biased criticism of and efforts to
boycott the Jewish state.

In an interview with the UK’s Observer
that was supposed to focus on her
role in an upcoming film, Johansson
was aggressively confronted over
her spokesperson position with
SodaStream, which operates a large
factory near the “Jewish settlement”
of Ma’aleh Adumim.

The factory employs hundreds of
Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews,
and, according to Johansson, “is a
model for some sort of movement
forward in a seemingly impossible
situation.” That wasn’t good enough
for the interviewer, who wrote that
Johansson must have been given some
bad advice or made a wrong decision,
but was now unable to extract herself
from the situation without upsetting
one side or another.

Not so, Johansson retorted, insisting
that she “stands behind that decision.
I was aware of that particular facto
before 1 signed [on]...and...it stli’ﬁ
doesn’t seem like a problem.”

Clearly becoming frustrated with
the starlet, the interviewer pointed
out that the biggest names in the
international community all regard
Isracli settlements as illegal and a
detriment to the dignity and livelihood
of Palestinian Arabs.

Determined nottobe cowed, Johansson
replied, “I think that’s something that’s
very easily debatable.” She went on
to note that while a firm majority in
the UK might back the interviewer’s
position, that is certainly not true
everywhere.

Johansson also took a shot at the UK-
based charity Oxfam, from which she
stepped down as a global ambassador
when Oxfam too harshly criticized
her relationship with SodaStream.

ou to holiness!
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ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

1. All 2.None 3. None

“There’s plenty of evidence that

N

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

Oxfam does support and has funded
a BDS [anti-Israel boycott, divest,
sanctions|] movement in the past.
It’s something that can’t really be
denied,” Johansson said. “For a
non-governmental organization
to be supporting something that’s
supporting a political cause... there’s
something that feels not right about
that to me.”

Help For Young Couples
Buying A Home

Hebrew daily ""Yediot Ahronot" reports
that the Ministry of Finance proposes
that a couple with at least one child
buying their first new apartment from
a contractor will not pay VAT. In other
words, at the current 18% rate of VAT,
the couple will receive a discount of
about 15.25%.
Under Minister of Finance Yair
Lapid's proposal, which top Ministry
of Finance officials oppose, within a
few months, prices ofp new home will
be reduced by 15.25%. The proposal
will later be widened to second-hand
homes, because of the reduced demand
for such homes by young couples.
The proposal, which of course has not
ﬁet undergone legislation procedures,
as a number of conditions: at least
one of the couple served in the IDF; at
least one of the couple is working; the
couple resides in Israel; the apartment
}f)rice will not exceed the average price
or each region; and if the apartment is
sold within five years of the purchase,
the benefit will immediately be repaid.
Sources believe that as the proposal
moves forward, purchases of new
apartments by aloung couples and
people without their own homes will
grind to a complete halt. Contractors
may lower prices for new apartments
in order to clear inventory.
With this step, Lapid is trying to
help the middle class and young
couples, and because of the proposal's
conditions, Arabs and haredim (ultra-
orthodox) will not benefit from it.

March 22
Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:59 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9 : 56 am

J

Shabbat Ends 7:59 pm LE
Earliest time for Minchah 1:31 pm

Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 5: 52 pm
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Editor in chief :David Kordvani - English Editor : Ephraim Aminoff - Persian editor : Reuben Agadi - contributors : Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim,Rabbi Yosef Bitton Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan and Shahrokh Liviem ﬁ
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516-439-5060
212 Middle Neck Road, Suite 7
Great Neck, NY 11021
Available for Home Visits
'Flu Shots are now available'
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Taxi Serice
Cell : (646)
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