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Halachot -Counting the Omer

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK ~

his is the portion that invokes the Jewish people to be

holy! It then proceeds with the spiritual directions on
how to achieve holiness, closeness to the Almighty. Within
it lie the secrets and the prescription for Jewish continuity.
If any group of people is to survive as an entity, it must have
common values and goals - a direction and a meaning. By
analyzing this portion we can learn much about our personal
and national destiny. It is truly a "must read!"
Some of the mitzvot: Revere your parents, observe Shabbat,
no idol worship, gifts to the poor, deal honestly, love your
fellow Jew, refrain from immoral sexual relationships,
honor old people, love the proselyte, don't engage in sorcery
or superstition, do not pervert justice, observe kashruth and
more. The portion ends, "You shall observe all My decrees
and ordinances ... you shall be holy ... I have separated you

\from the peoples to be Mine." )

/

he days of the Omer need to be counted at night. As you already

probaﬁly know, for us the new day starts at night. Like Shabbat
which starts Friday night.
At what precise time t%)e new day starts is a controversial complicated
technical Halakhic matter. But very briefly: there are two possible
astronomic indicators for the new day:
1. Sunset. 2. The appearance of stars in the dark sky. All Rabbis agree
that before sunset it is still considered day # 1 and after the stars are
visible it is considered day #2. The time in between sunset and the stars
(twilight zone or ben hashemashot) fluctuates between 15 min (13 %
to be precise!) to 30 minutes or more depending on many variables
(geographic location, year's season, etc.). Regarding Shabbat, for
example, we take the stringest stand: we receive Shabbat before sunset
and we end Shabbat the next day, after the stars are visible.
Regarding the counting of the Omer, according to Rabbi Eliyahu Ben
Hayim the starting time to count the Omer will be 13 %2 minutes after
\sunset. For a Minyan one could be more lenient but never before sunset./

TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states:

"Love your fellow man as yourself, I am
the Almighty." (Leviticus 19:18)
How are we supposed to put this into
practice?
The Talmud (Shabbos 31a) tells the story of a

TEST YOUR JEWISH | Q : Population

What is the approximate Jewish population of the following cities .
1- London
(b) 350,000

2- Paris
(b) 350,000 (c) 500,000

3- Las Vegas

(b) 50,000 (c) 80,000

(a) 200,000 (c 500,000
(a) 200,000

(@) 25,000

non-Jew who came to the great sage Hillel and
said, "Convert me on the condition that you
will teach me the entire Torah while I stand
on one foot." Hillel accepted his condition and
told him, "What you dislike, do not do to your
friend. This is the entire Torah."

Since Hillel was referring to the commandment
of love your neighbor, why didn't he just
mention the words of this verse?

Rabbi Yeruchem Levovitz explains that this is
to teach us an important principle. From the
words, "love your fellow man" one might think
that as long as one feels the emotion of love
towards others one fulfills this commandment.
However, the truth is that just feeling love
alone is not sufficient. Rather this love must
motivate us to do positive things for others and
to refrain from any actions or words that could
cause someone any pain or suffering.

The Torah definitely requires us to feel deep love
for others in our hearts. Even more than that, our
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The Chinese Auction

An Evening Benefiting Yeshivat Ohr Haiim

Bnot Yaakov & Yeshivat Kol Yaakov

This event is the merit of the Refuah Sheleima of
Ruchama Sarah Miriam bat Tamar Bezalely
May 4, 2014
Beth Hadassah Synagougue 160 Steamboat Rd.
Doors Open 7:30 $25 Admision includes a $25 ticket
Together as One”, the annual Chinese Auction of
Yeshivat Ohr Haiim, Bnot Yaakov & Yeshivat Kol
Yaakov of L.I. Bez'H will be held on Sunday May
4th, at 7:30PM, at the Beth Hadassah Synagogue.
Admission is $25 which includes $25 coupon.

Buffet Dinner & Dessert included.

To purchase presale packages call:
Daytime: 718-658-7060,
Evenings:516-466-1816

(monika),718-846-7273(Mojgan)

W, Email:ohrhaiim@yahoo.com

behavior towards others must manifest this love,
Therefore, Hillel explained to this man that a basic
Torah principle is that the same commandment
which requires us to have a profoundly positive
feeling for others also requires us to behave in
an elevated manner in our daily encounters with

them.
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH ~N

Retirement and Respect for Elders
or many years, America had lost its most capable and
knowledgeable people to ... retirement. In universities as well
as business, there were mandatory retirement rules demanding that
a person leave his profession when he reached age 65. Fortunately,
in recent years, there has been a rethinking of this policy.
From the vantage point of Jewish tradition, which prizes wisdom,
these rules make little sense.The older a person is, the more likely
he or she is to have acquired life experience and wisdom. Thus,
rather than being denied an opportunity to share their knowledge,
Judaism teaches that elders should lead our people.
In the Torah, many of the greatest leaders of the Jewish People
gain their positions at an advanced age. Abraham first responds to
God's call that he go to Canaan when he is 75 years old. Later on,
when the Israelites leave Egypt, they are led by Moses and Aaron
- ages 80 and 83 respectively. The Talmud states: "If the youth
tell you to build, and the elders tell you to destroy, you should
destroy and not build, because the destruction of the elders is in
itself constructive."
Rechavam, King Solomon's son, is described in the Bible as
abandoning the advice given to him by his older advisors for the
counsel of his younger advisors. The result? He loses most of his
kingdom and the Jewish nation becomes irrevocably divided into
the Northern Kingdom and the Kingdom of Judah. Had he followed
the advice of the elders, this tragedy could have been prevented.
Respect for elders is discussed in this week's Torah portion,
Kedoshim. The word "kedoshim" means "holiness," and much of
the Parsha discusses laws which are designed to help the Jewish
People become a holy nation. Among these laws is an injunction
to "stand up before an old person and give respect to the elders"
(Leviticus 19:32). This injunction was taken quite literally by the
sources and Jewish law mandates that one stand up out of respect
when an elder passes by. The Shulchan Aruch, the Code of Jewish
Law, says that a person acquires the status of "elder" at age 70.
Gentile elders are also to be honored and respected. The observance
of this Mitzvah is still followed today by many observant Jews.
Included within the laws of respecting an elder is not to sit in his
seat, not to answer in his stead, and not to contradict his words.
Interestingly, these laws are similar to those that are to be observed
by a child toward his or her parents. In both instances there is,
among other things, the recognition of greater wisdom on the part
of the senior partner in the relationship. However, Jewish tradition
does not relegate the province of wisdom solely to those who have
reached the age of 70. The same respect and recognition is given
to those who achieve great scholarship and wisdom even at much
younger ages. For instance, Jewish law also requires that one stand
when a young Torah scholar passes by.
The Torah concludes there are two ways to acquire wisdom:

Tel Aviv-Jaffa is Israel's most prosperous city in
2013, followed by Rishon LeZion, and Haifa.
el Aviv-Jaffa is Israel's most prosperous city in 2013, followed by
Rishon LeZion, and Haifa, reports "Globes"-Dun's 100.
The rankings are based on five variables: regular budget surplus/
deficit ratio; arnona (local property tax) collection rate; socioeconomic
classification as published by the Central Bureau of Statistics;
businesses/residents ratio; and government grants to regular budget
ratio. The data are for 2012.
Tel Aviv had a budget of NIS 4 billion in 2012, a budget surplus of
0.4%, and a 95% arnona collection rate, the highest among Israel's big
cities. It's population was 491,600 at the end of 2012.
Holon is Israel's fourth most prosperous city, followed by Petah Tikva,
Ashdod, Beersheva, and Netanya. Jerusalem is in ninth place among
cities with more than 200,000 residents. It had 867,800 residents and a
high government grants to budget ratio.
Among the 20 cities with populations of 50,000-200,000, Hod
Hasharon rose to first place from sixth place in 2012, ousting Herzliya
from the top spot. Ramat Gan is in third place.
Ra'anana had the highest investment per capita in education in 2011-
12, at NIS 11,200. Eilat had the lowest investment in education, at NIS
1,100 per child.
3-room apartment prices are rising fastest in Israel
The average price of a second-hand three-room apartment rose 55% in
2008-13 to NIS 842,000 the largest increase by any housing category,
the Ministry of Housing and Construction reports. The average price
of a second-hand three-room apartment was 6% higher in 2013 than
in 2012, compared with a 3.6% rise in the average price of a second-
hand four-room apartment, and a 1.2% rise in the average price of a
second-hand five-room apartment.
The average price of a new four-room apartment was 3.9% higher in
2013 thanin 2012, and average price of a new five-room apartment was
3.3%. The ministry provided no data for new three-room apartments,
because not enough were built to provide adequate data.
The disappearance of small apartments from contractors' inventories
has turned them into a rare commodity, boosting their prices. The
increase in Urban Building Plan 38 projects has also reduced the
number of small apartments, as contractors convert them into four-
room apartments as part of these earthquake retrofitting projects.
The shortage of small apartments has been known to policymakers
for years. The Trajtenberg Committee, which was set up in the wake
of the 2011 social protest, emphasized the shortage and advised
increasing the inventory. However, an examination of building
starts of three-room apartments shows that not only is the number
miniscule, but is actually falling.
Three-room apartments accounted for 3.3% of all apartments under
construction in 2013, compared with 42% of four-room apartments.
Three-room apartments accounted for 3.9% of all apartments under
construction in 2012 and 7.3% in 2011. They accounted for an

Through life experience, and through learning Torah.
4

average of 5.5% of all building starts in 2005-13.
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ANSWERS TO JEWISH IQ TEST:

(ha (2)b 3)c

Earliest time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 4:59 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:25 am

- J
Shabbat Ends 8:36 pm LE

Earliest time for Minchah 1:26 pm
Earliest time for Arvit with Minyan 6:19 pm
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'Flu Shots are now available'
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