SHALOM WEEK

1 Bereshit

TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

he Five Books of Moses begins with the Six Days

of Creation, the Shabbat, the story of the Garden
of Eden -- the first transgression, consequences and
expulsion; Cain & Abel, the ten generations to Noah, the
Almighty sees the wickedness of man in that generation
and decrees to "blot out man" (i.e.. the flood).
One of the most profound verses in the whole Torah is
"And God created man in His own Image." Since God
does not have a physical being, this means that we are
endowed with free-will, morality, reason and the ability
to emulate God Who bestows kindness. Also, if we really
appreciate that we are created in the image of God, we
realize that we have intrinsic worth. Therefore, there is
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HALACHOT MASHIV HARUACH

t the end of Sukkot, from the Musaf prayer of Shemini Atzeret we
change the words Morid haTal (You) make the dew descend) to
“Mashiv HaRuach uMorid HaGeshem,”
” You make the wind blow, and the rain descend.”
It is important to notice that at this specific point we are not actually asking
for rain yet. During the first three blessing of the Amida we don’t ask God
for our needs, we praise Him for His power and kindness. When saying
Mashiv HaRuach we are acknowledging (not asking !) God as the source
of rain, and by extension, the ultimate source of our Parnasa.
Why don’t we ask for rain immediately after Sukkot ends, when the rain
season actually begins?
In Biblical and Bet Hamikdash (Temple) times, it would take up to two
weeks for the ole regalim-the Jews who came from every corner of Israel
to Yerushalaim to celebrate Sukkot in the Bet HaMikdash- to return home.
Rain will obviously make it very difficult for them to travel in those days.

no need to be depressed wondering if you have intrinsic

worth!
TORAH LESSON OF THE WEEK

he Torah states, "And the earth was desolate and void, and darkness

was upon the waters ... and the Almighty said, 'Let there be light'
and there was light." (Genesis 1:2,3). What insight into living can we
learn from this?
The Chofetz Chaim, Rabbi Yisroel Meir Kagan, used to say that these
verses at the beginning of the Torah serve as a tremendous inspiration
in times of darkness. At the beginning of creation, the world was
completely dark without even the faintest hint of any light. One cannot
chase away darkness with sticks and axes. However, just kindle one
small match and the darkness is gone.
When the entire world is in total darkness, one statement of the
Almighty, "Let there be light" is sufficient to light up the whole world!
This idea is taught to young children as soon as they begin studying
Torah. Although there are times when the world is encompassed by a
spiritual darkness which endangers its very existence, there is always
hope. In one instant the Almighty can send forth His word and there
will be a great light.
Whenever you feel despair it is because you tell yourself that things are
presently awful and that all is hopeless. At such moments you do not
feel it possible that there will be a bright future. If, however, you keep
in mind that the Almighty has the power to shine forth a magnificent
light, you will overcome your negative attitude of despair. From the
bottom of your heart you will call upon our Creator to shed light upon
the world
Even before the light appears, you will be full of hope. You realize that
the darkness itself is part of the Almighty's plan. Whenever you feel
darkness, develop the habit of repeating, "Let there be light." Just by
repeating these words over and over you will begin to feel the light of
the Almighty penetrating your heart and soul. Even if your personal
situation remains as it is, when you experience the Almighty's light
you will have the strength to deal with any situation from a position
of spiritual strength. The salvation of the Almighty comes in the blink
of an eye!

Jews believed in their own prayers, and therefore they delayed the request
for rain until everyone got home safely.

TEST YOUR JEWISHI Q : BERESHIT

1-On which day did Hashem say his work was
'very good' instead of just 'good' ?
a-1st b-6th c-7th
2-What was the 1st commandment given to Man?
a-Shabbat b-Believe in Hashem
c-Be fruitful and multiply
3-What was Adam's punishment for eating from

the Tree of Knowledge?
a-Work for a living b-Exile c-Eventual death

MAZAL TOVS

Michael & Vanessa Livi for the birth of a girl

Khordipour I Djourabehi families for
the wedding of Evan ¢l Amanda

Aviram el Dalia Aziz for the Barmitzvah of Eitan

Shayan eI Debbie Hakimian for the Barmitzvah of Jake
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Mehrdad (Mike) T Ester Khordipour in honor of the wedding of Evan I Amanda
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The Uniqueness of Mankind
he beginning of Genesis is the deepest
section of the entire Torah and is
discussed at length by the kabbalists. There
is no end to its depth. An Infinite Being
gave mankind a manifesto, a speech - the
Torah - in which He imbedded all wisdom
that is to be known.God is part of every
molecule of creation, but His essence, so to
speak, is expressed in the Torah. As He is
infinite, so is the Torah.
"And the Almighty said, 'Let us make Man

Jews and Muslims Unite

he Council of Europe has decided not

to recommend a ban on circumecision.
At a meeting of the Council in Strasbourg
this week, it decided to accept arguments
put forth by Jewish and Muslim groups
supporting circumcision.
The joint effort was a rare one for Jews
and Muslims in Europe, as both sought
to uphold their ancient traditions in the
wake of attempts by European Union
governments to ban the practice, other than
for dire medical need.
According to those opposed to circumcision,
infants sustain significant “psychological
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BEST OF AISH HATORAH

in Our image, as our likeness..." " (Genesis
1:26)
This is one of the stranger verses in the
Torah. How can we say that a human being
is in the image of a formless Being? God is
infinite, without any semblance of a form.
We have bones, flesh, veins and internal
organs. This is our physical self. Does God
have physicality? No.
So what does this verse possibly mean?
Another verse may shed some light:

"And the Infinite, Almighty, formed the

ISRAEL IN THE NEWS

damage” because they are unable to resist
what they see as a violent attack on their
body.

The EU, UN, and other international
organizations have all seen circumcision as
a form of “violence” against children, and
have recommended banning the practice
based on that.

To reverse the Council's recommendation,
Jews and Muslims formed a joint committee
to testify and present arguments in favor of
the practice.

Among the members of the group, called
the Muslim-Jewish Leadership Council,
are the Conference of European Rabbis,
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man as dust from the ground, and He blew
into his nostrils a living soul, and the man
was life for a spirit." (Genesis 2:7)

Human beings are a combination of a
physical self (dust from the ground) and a
spiritual self (a soul). The physical self was
created from the ground, matter that God
had already put into the universe. Our soul,
though, was "blown in" by God Himself. In
other words, the soul is a bit of God, a piece
of the Infinite, so to speak

the King Abdullah International Centre for
Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue
(KAICIID), the Islamic Council of the
Republic of Germany, and the World
Islamic Relief Organization.

Representing Isracl was MK Issai Freij
(Meretz), who spoke before the Council
on the human rights aspect of preserving
circumcision.

Commenting on the new decision, Freij said
that it was “a victory for logic. The debate
over circumcision is a legitimate one, but
those opposed to this ancient practice
should be battling it through education, not
legislation.”

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
1-b 2-c 3-a

Oct. 11th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 6:08 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:52 am

Shabbat Ends 7:12 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:10 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 5:11 pm

Editor in Chief: David Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor: Reuben Agadi; Co-Editor: Amir Kohan; Contributors: Rabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian
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ABRAHAM S. MAZLOUMI, ESQ.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Tax Planning, Probate, Real Estate
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning
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